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Welcome Back

Although | will have already seen many of you on the playground this term, on behalf of the staff and governors at Hamilton | would like
to welcome you back to school after the summer break. A special welcome to our new Reception children and to their parents and to
the other children who have joined us this year. We hope that you will have a long, happy and successful association with Hamilton.
There are many opportunities for children, parents and families to be an integral part of our Hamilton community.

The children have all settled well into their new classes and are working hard. | was very pleased to see so many parents at the
information evenings, that have already taken place this term, setting out expectations for the year. Many thanks to those parents who
completed the evaluation sheets at the end of the session. We value your comments and suggestions, so that we can continue to
improve communication and make your child’s experience at school memorable, enjoyable and academically challenging. Hamilton
school prides itself on our open door policy and the supportive relationship we have with our parents and the wider community.

We are very keen to continue to raise standards at school and with your support with your children’s attendance and by you attending
parents’ evenings and information evenings we will work as a team to make outstanding progress. | have included the information on
Every Lessons Counts, to support our focus on raising attendance.

We are very pleased to welcome two new teachers this year. Miss Bowen who is working in Year 6 and responsible for leading numeracy
in school and Mr Smith who is working in Year 5 and is responsible for PE. Mrs Badhan is supporting me in her role as Acting Deputy
Head Teacher at our Priory Road site during Miss Battersby’s absence.

There are already a number of events planned this term and clubs will be starting in the next few days. The parent calendar and the club

list are attached to this hmail for your information. Please remember that Lark’s Breakfast
Club is open from 7.45am every day and we offer an Arts and Crafts club at Priory Rd from

3.30 - 5.30 Monday to Thursday and 3.30 — 5pm on Friday. If you would like to book a place
for your child at either of these clubs, please contact the Hampden Road school office for
the Breakfast Club (437317) and the Priory Road office (522231) for the Arts & Crafts Club.

We are planning our Harvest Festival assemblies for October and will shortly be asking for
donations of produce. These donations will be on display during Harvest Festival and then
are parcelled up to take home by our visiting elderly friends and neighbours from the local
community. Further information will be sent home nearer the time.

SCHOOL NEWS

Welcome News

We welcome Mrs Kemp back -
from her maternity leave, to

teach in Reception.

Congratulations to Miss

Whichelow, who was married

during the Summer break and

is now known as Mrs

Tapping.

New Playground Equipment at Priory Road
You will have noticed that we now have some excellent new

playground equipment on the lower playground at Priory Road.

A big thank you to all of our parents who attend the events
organised by Friend of Hamilton, as money raised has gone
towards purchasing this equipment.

NOTICES

Homework and your child’s school diary

All children in Key Stage 2 are set homework on a regular basis
and this is recorded in their diary. Teachers also use the
homework diary as a form of communication. Please check and
sign your child’s homework diary on a weekly basis to
acknowledge that you have checked it.

Absence/emergency contact numbers
If your child is absent, please
phone the school on the first
morning of absence before
9.15am. If we do not hear from
you, we will try to contact you.
This is to ensure the children’s
safety so that we know where
they are.

If you have changed your phone
number recently ESPECIALLY
YOUR MOBILE NUMBER, please
let us know of the new numbers.
If case of an emergency, we must be able to contact you
immediately. Similarly, if you change your email address,
please update your Parentmail account.

School Shop

The School Shop will be open on Mondays in the Priory Road
hall between 3.15 and 4pm. | mentioned in my last hmail that
from this term, the uniform skirt colour would change from
green to grey. For girls, green skirts and green tights may be
worn until they are outgrown, and then replaced with grey. A
new uniform list is available at both school offices and on the
website.
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Plea for help — Maths

resources

Miss Bowen is very keen to
organise a parent working party
to make maths resources for our
classrooms. If you are able to
spare some time on 5 October,
please contact the office at
Hampden Road.

11+

The dates for this examination are 6 and 12 October. If you
have any queries regarding this examination, please contact
either Mrs Jefferson or myself.

Lost Property

We already have a number of items of clothing in our lost
property boxes. Please make sure that you label your child’s
clothes clearly. Any unclaimed clothing is donated to a charity
shop every half-term.

Reception intake 2012
Applications will shortly be open for the Reception class 2012!
The Local Authority is advising you to apply online using the
following steps:
1. Gotowww.buckscc.gov.uk/admissions
2. Indicate your preferred schools — use all your
preferences
3. Submit your paper application by 13 January or your
on-line application by 15 January
For more information, call the Admissions Team on 01296
383250.
If you know anyone who is considering sending their child to
Hamilton, please ask them to make an appointment and | will
be happy to show them our school.

Holidays in Term Time
Parents are reminded that holidays during term time will not be
authorised unless there are exceptional circumstances

TRAVEL PLAN NEWS

Parking at Hampden Road
It has already come to our
attention that a number of our
families are parking illegally on 0
the zig-zag lines outside of

school. | must remind you that

such inconsiderate parking is

both dangerous and illegal.

Parking in the school car-park is

also not permitted. Currently

there are two playground

parking permits still available to park at the end of the school
day at Priory Road and can be purchased from the school office.

Walk to School Week
This event will take place
between 17 — 21 October.
Details to follow shortly.

Footsteps Training

We have volunteer parents trained and ready to run Footsteps

courses for Y2 children. A letter has been sent home about the
training — please complete and return the consent form as soon
as possible.

FRIENDS OF HAMILTON

FOH AGM -

Thursday 22 September 7pm Hampden Road Hall.
An important date for your diary. Friends of Hamilton work
very hard to raise money to support your children’s education
at Hamilton School. In order for this to run successfully they
rely on our parent community to support them with their time
and attendance at events. If you are interested in supporting
this hard working group of people, please come to the AGM.
All offers of help no matter how small are always greatly
appreciated.

Swish Event — Thursday 20 October

All friends and family are welcome at this evening — shopping
for clothes without spending lots of money. Simply sort out
those ladies and children’s clothes from the back of your
wardrobe which you bought but never wore. The items must
be good quality and clean. Accessories, bags, shoes and
jewellery are all welcome. Tickets for the evening are £5 each
in advance or £6 on the door. This price includes
complimentary drink on arrival, canapés, and choosing upto 5
‘swishing’ items. Additional ‘swishing’ items can be purchased
for £1 an item. Watch out for the flier giving further
information which will be winging its way home shortly.

REMINDER OF TERM DATES

Open on the am of Close at end of pm of
Autumn term Wednesday 7 Sept Friday 21 Oct
Monday 31 Oct Friday 16 Dec
Spring term Wednesday 4 Jan Friday 10 Feb
Monday 20 Feb Friday 30 March
Summer term Monday 16 April Thursday 31 May
Monday 11 June Friday 20 July

Term dates for 2011/12
194 days have been set for the term dates due to the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee on 5 June 2012
5 in-service training days have been set.

Inset days remaining when the school is closed to children are
Tuesday 3 January / Friday 1 June / Monday 23 July 2012
Bank holidays during the school year:

26/27 December, 2 January, 6 & 9 April, 7 May 4 & 5 June

Looking forward to a eventful term,

Yours sincerely,

G Aldous
Headteacher
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