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Each school year Hamilton raises money for various causes. Very occasionally, Hamilton raises money

for a cause close to home. This is one of those occasions. You will have received by Parentmail details

of a Quiz Evening being held to raise funds towards the purchase of a stairlift for Michael Ayres. To fill in those of you who can’t
recall the name, Sue Ayres, formerly Sue Beadle, has been a teaching assistant at Hamilton for almost 20 years. At the beginning
of February this year, her husband, Michael was diagnosed with a spinal tumour, which was subsequently removed, and thus
started the long road to being able to resume life back at home. The most urgent physical need for their home is a stairlift. The
tickets for the Quiz have now all been sold, but if you would like to help by making a donation or buying a raffle ticket, please ask

in the school office.

SCHOOL NEWS

Attendance figures
I would like to report how pleased | have been with the
attendance in the first half of term. Overall the school has an
average attendance of 97.1% which is much improved. A well
done to the classes with the best attendance for the first half
term :

1% 5W 98.9%

2" 5B 98.6%

3 2K 98.5%
Congratulations to those families who have achieved 100%
attendance during the last half term, and to those families who
have worked hard to improve their child’s attendance. Thank
you for working with us. We meet with the Educational
Welfare Officer half-termly to discuss attendance below 95%.
Where absence is below this level, parents will received a letter
stating that their child’s attendance is being monitored very
carefully and that further absences may result in the
Educational Welfare Officer contacting them.

Please ensure that you contact school if your child is unwell.
Where there is evidence of repeated absence, office staff will
ask for evidence of medical appointment cards. We would like
to remind you that leave of absence
will not be granted during term
time. Please remember thatin
order for your child to learn, they
must be at school.

Standards

You will all be well aware that Maths
has been a focus of the teaching and
learning and school development
over the last 18 months. Our results have now been published
this year and we should celebrate the fantastic work that all the
children and staff have put in to achieve the results in the
summer. We have achieved our best results in five years with
46.1% of our Year 6 pupils gaining a Level 5, well above the
Bucks and national average. The expected Level for Year 6 is
Level 4.

NOTICES

11+ Results
A reminder that 11+ results will be brought home at the end of
school on Friday 25 November.

Emergency Chains
In the past we have sent out letters with lists of contact
numbers for people to call in the event of school closure. We

have found this to be less and less effective over the years and
will not be using this method this year.
Instead there the following announcements to inform parents:

Local Radio - BBC Three Counties Radio 90.4, 92.1, 94.7,
95.5,98, 103.8 and 104.5 FM.

Bucks County Council website -
http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/bcc/schools/ea_closures.page
School website - www.Hamilton-School.co.uk

Parentmail text and/or email.

If you use Parentmail, please make sure that your details are up
to date by logging on to your account.

If you do not use Parentmail at the moment, please provide us
with a telephone number that is able to receive text messages.
We hope this system will prove to be more effective.

Parent Governor Election

There will be an election for three Parent Governors, due to
one resignation and two terms of office ending. Nominations
have now closed and there are eight candidates. A letter will
be sent tomorrow to all those eligible to vote.

Message from the Finance

Office — re: bouncing cheques
Please, please, please make sure that
you have funds in your bank to cover
any cheques you send into school or
to Friends of Hamilton!

Many of the extra school activities
such as clubs and trips require some
payment. Parents often choose to send in a cheque for these
payment, which is fine.

Unfortunately we have found that a number of the cheques are
returned from the bank and the school incurs a charge. There
can be many reasons for a cheque being returned but mainly it
is due to ‘insufficient funds’.

While this has always been an issue it is about to become a
major problem. The bank is changing its charging structure and
we will now be charged £35 for a returned cheque, yes £35!
Many of the cheques we receive from parents at for small
amounts, much less than £35. You will appreciate that the
school has no funds to cover this cost and thus we will have to
go back to the issuer (the parent) and ask for payment of the
charge and the amount of the cheque.

We really, really don’t want to do this as it is not great to have
to ask you to pay £45 for a cheque that was only for £10, but
we will have no choice as we are not permitted to carry debit.
Please don’t be the first person to incur this charge!
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To help overcome this and reduce the use of cash and cheques
in the school we are looking at extending the ParentPay system
to allow parents to pay for trips and other activities online, but
this will not be in action for a little while.

Child protection research

Caroline Oliver would like to say ‘a big thank you’ to all mums
and female carers who have so far completed and returned
their ‘risk perception’ questionnaire. If anyone hasn’t yet
completed and returned their questionnaire (but would still like
to take part in this research), there is still time to do so. This is
really important research and Caroline will be providing a
summary of the findings next summer (further details will be
provided nearer the time).

If anyone didn’t manage to get a questionnaire then they can
contact Caroline on 0773 443 9527 and she can provide you
with one.

School hot lunch - cancellations
Please note the following dates when there will be no hot
meals:

25 and 28 November
7, 14 and 15 December

No hot meals on either site:

No hot meals at Hampden Rd: | 8 and 9 December

Lunchtime toys required
Please could you send into school any
imaginative play toys you no longer
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require for use during lunchtimes in -
the Priory Road playground. Only “t
those in
good
working

order please. Toys such as cars and
garages, construction, musical
instruments, tea sets and dolls for
example would be more appreciated
by children during their lunch
playtime. Many thanks in advance.

Hot School Lunches

It has come to our notice that not all children eat everything
they have chosen for lunch each day. We try to help the
children with their choices and encourage them to eat what
they have chosen. The menus are available for three weeks at
a time on the school website. Each day’s menu is on display in
the school offices. Please look at the menus and talk to your
child/ren about their choices before they come to school, to
ensure that they will choose something they like to eat.

Protecting your child on-line

We take safeguarding very seriously at Hamilton and work with
the policy to ensure child safety. Last week PC Bedford and
PCSO Buckle led an assembly for the children in Years 5 and 6
where they talked about protecting your identity. They
reminded the children that they should not own a Facebook
account until they are 13. Below is information from the
Parents’ Fact Sheet — Think U Know: Internet Safety

Know what your children are doing online and who they are
talking to. Ask them to teach you to use any applications you
have never used. Keeping the computer in a family room
means that you can share your child’s online experience — and
that they are less likely to act inappropriately (ie via webcam).
Help your children to understand that they should never give
out personal details to online friends — personal information

includes their messenger ID, email address, mobile number and
any pictures of themselves, their family or friends. If your child
publishes a picture or video online, anyone can change it or
share it. Remind them that anyone may be looking at their
images and one day a future employer could!

If your child receives spam/junk email and texts, remind them
never to believe them, reply to them or use them. It’s not a
good idea for your child to open files that are from people they
don’t know. They won’t know what they contain — it could be a
virus, or worse — an inappropriate image or film. Help your
child to understand that some people lie online and therefore
it's better to keep online mates online. They should never
meet up with any strangers without an adult they trust.

Always keep communication open for a child to know that it’s
never too late to tell someone if something makes them feel
uncomfortable.

Teach young people how to block someone online and how to
report them if they feel uncomfortable.

Useful websites about internet safety:
www.ceop.gov.uk www.thinkuknow.co.uk www.getnetwise.org

TRAVEL PLAN NEWS

New member of the Travel Plan Working Party

Mrs Kristina Junker-Siarey has joined the Working Party to help
us maintain the high standards we have set ourselves. The
behaviour at drop off and pick up has improved recently, due to
the greater presence of the Traffic Enforcement Officers.

Please can we continue to be safe on the roads and ensure that
every decision we make on the road is a safe one for our
children. Please can we not park blocking the junction at the
end of Hampden Road on to Hamilton Road.

Advert for School Crossing Patroller

Are you available every day for 1 hour, term time only, to
help children and parents cross the road safely? We are
looking for someone reliable and fit who enjoys working

with children.

In return Buckinghamshire County Council can offer you a
regular income, including holiday pay. Starting rate of
payis £7.38.

Both on road and off road training is provided, plus
ongoing support from School Crossing Patrol Supervisor.
The post requires any successful applicants to have an
enhanced CRB check. For an informal chat about the
vacancy, contact the School Crossing Patrol Supervisor on
01296 383432.

FRIENDS OF HAMILTON

Fireworks Display

Many thanks to all the people who
helped make this event successful
and safe.

Especial thanks to Katy Meadowcroft
for her organisation and the marshals
for undertaking what can be a
thankless task.
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Buy a Present Day
A reminder that donations are needed for this event
which will be held at Hampden
Road on 3 December from
9.30-12noon. A flier has been
sent home giving details of
how this event is run, and the
sort of donations needed.
Thank you for your support —
it's one of the most popular
events for the children.

Below are dates for the remainder of this term, and the
calendar for the next school year, 2012/13 for your
information.

Yours sincerely,

G Aldous
Headteacher

Dates for the remainder of this term

W 23 Nov | REC Assembly 2.50pm

M 28 Nov KS2 Rehearsal for Christmas Service at All Saints

T 29 Nov Y3&4 Christmas Making Day

Th 1 Dec 3J Assembly 2.50pm

Fri 2 Dec New parents visit to Nursery 9.15-10.45am

T 6 Dec Volunteers needed at 3pm to assemble staging at
All Saints — please contact school office if you are
able to help.

W 7 Dec KS2 -Ys 3-6 - Christmas Service at All Saints
Children to arrive at 6.40. Service starts 7pm

Th 8 Dec Y2 Christmas play 2pm HR

F 9 Dec Y2 Christmas Play 2pm HR

M 12 Dec Reception Christmas Play 2pm PR

Y1 Play 2pm HR

T 13 Dec Reception Christmas Play 10.30 PR

Y1 Play 2pm HR

W 14 Dec | Christmas Parties - Reception, Ys1-6 - PR and HR

KS2 Disco 3.30-5.00 HR

Th 15 Dec | Panto at Swan Theatre — Children with tickets can
be collected at lunchtime.
No hot food available.

Term dates for 2012/13

Open on the morning of | Close at end of afternoon on

Autumn term 2012 | Thursday 6 September Friday 26 October

Monday 5 November Friday 21 December

Spring term 2013 Tuesday 8 January Thursday 14 February

Monday 25 February Friday 28 March

Summer term 2013 | Monday 15 April Thursday 23 May

Monday 3 June Wednesday 24 July

190 days have been set for term dates.
Five in-service training days for teachers have been included when the school is
closed to children:
Tuesday 4 and Wednesday 5 September 2012
Monday 7 January , Friday 15 February, Friday 24 May 2013

Bank holidays during the school year:
24 and 25 December 2012
1January, 29 March, 1 April, 6 and 27 May 2013.

Easy Fundraising with easyfundraising

Hamilton is registered on the fund-raising website
easyfundraising. Here is some information about how
you can help.

How it works
easyfundraising is the simplest way to raise funds for your good cause.
You shop online with your favourite stores and you raise money at the
same time. It's that easy.
We work with thousands of well known retailer including Boden, M&S,
Argos, Vodafone and many more. Our retailers love supporting good
causes and will donate a percentage of your spend to your cause when
you shop with them through the easyfundraising site.
For example, spend £50 with Boden and you'll raise £1.25. Insure your
car with the RAC and they'll donate up to £30 to your cause. Take out
a new mobile contract with Vodafone and raise up to £45.00...we
could go on!
What's more, we work closely with our retailers to find voucher codes
and discounts so you can save money on your shopping too.
And with our easyreminder tool, we'll even tell you when you start to
shop with an easyfundraising retailer, no matter where you are on the
web. Which means your cause will never miss out on a donation from
our retailers.
Sounds good? Then register today - it's as easy as 1,2,3
1 Firstly, register for free and tell us which cause you want to
support - you can either support a cause that we already work with
or register a new cause. Either way, it's completely free.
2 When you've registered, you're ready to shop and raise
money! Simply click on the retailer you want, then shop as you
would normally. When you make a purchase, we'll send you an
email telling you how much you've raised and pass the donation t
your cause.
3 That's it! We tried to think of step 3, but we couldn't - it's
just that easy.
We'd love to have you on board so register now and starting raising
funds today. If you have any questions please have a look at our
support section or drop us an email.

Will my shopping cost me more?
Absolutely not. You pay exactly the same price exactly as you would if
you visited each retailer's website directly.

How much can | raise?

Donations vary between retailers but an average donation is 5% of
your spend. Some insurance and mobile retailers pay a substantial
one-off donation of up to £50. The donation amount is shown directly
next to each retailer listing and your cause will receive 100% of the
donation shown. For example, if the donation shown is 2.5%, your
cause will receive 2.5p for every £1 you spend.

Am | buying from the retailer or easyfundraising?
You still deal directly with each retailer. We simply record your visit to
their website and reward your selected cause when you make a
purchase.

What's the catch? Is it for real?

There's no catch. We've raised millions for good causes across the UK
and we're a member of the Institute of Fundraising. We know it's
important for you to have complete confidence in us so if you have
any questions, please do get in touch or see what our members say
about us.
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Every Lesson Counts

A guide to school attendance

Every child has the right to receive full time educatior|
0 Children can only make the most of educational
opportunities if they attend regularly and on time.
0 Lessons lost will never be found.
95% attendance or below is a cause for concern.

0 Itis not a parental right to take a child out of school
for a holiday.

o

What if???
Your child misses 10 days of school (20 sessions)
0 They already have a 95% attendance
Your child misses 20 days of school (40 sessions)
0 That's only 89% attendance — the equivalent of half a
day off per week for a whole year.
Your child misses 38 days of school (76 sessions)
0 That’s 80% attendance — the equivalent of a day off a
week for the whole year

What does the school do?

Provides 190 days of planned curriculum delivery —not a
day should be missed.
Listens and supports
Liaises with the Education Welfare Officer
Reports levels of school attendance to:

0 The Local Authority

0 The Department of Education and Skills

0 Ofsted

Monitors attendance
Reports a child’s attendance, at least annually, to parents
Informs parents of their child’s unacceptable absence
and:
0 Invites parents to a meeting to discuss the issue
0 Alerts the EWO to unacceptable patterns of
absence where home/school contact has not
improved the attendance

The following reasons for absence will not be
authorised

Looking after the house

Looking after other family members

IlIness of another family member, i.e. pupil kept

off school when sibling unwell

Shopping during school hours

Birthdays

Day trips

Holidays

Most common acceptable reasons for absence

> > >

T v v

V  lllness of child (not the parent)
V  An emergency medical or dental appointment
that has not been possible in out of school hours
V  Areligious event
Anyone wishing to take their child out of school on
compassionate grounds should write to the school,
requesting permission and explaining the situation.

Parental Responsibility
Education Act 1996, Part V1, Chapter 11, Section 444
1. If a child of compulsory school age who is a
registered pupil at a school fails to reqularly attend the
school, his/her parent is guilty of an offence.
In a few cases where a child persistently misses school and
parents are aware of the situation but have been unable to
provide a reasonable explanation to the school for the absence,
the parents may be prosecuted in the Magistrates Court.

What if your child is late?

0 He/she might feel self conscious and humiliated.

0 He/she misses registration which may result in an
absent mark; this would be an unauthorised absence.

0 He/she misses the beginning of lessons which contain
the introduction to the work from the teacher.

0 He/she will be ‘catching up’ for the rest of the lesson.

0 He/she misses the social part of the beginning of the

day.

0 He/she may be reluctant or refuse to enter the
classroom.

0 He/she will cause disruption for all other class
members.

What does the Education Welfare Officer (EWO)
do?
U Monitors attendance
U  Works with the school and parents to resolve a
child’s attendance problems
i Telephones, writes or visits your home when
necessary

What can you do to help?

A Report the absence of your child as early as possible
on the first day of absence.

A Ensure that your child is in school for registration —
don’t let him/her miss out on the first part of the day.

A Arrange a meeting after school if you need to speak to
the class teacher.

A Do not take holidays during term time.

A Understand that the beginnings and ends of terms are
as important as any other time in school.

A Do not allow your child time away from school unless
it is absolutely necessary.

A Encourage a pattern of punctuality and good
attendance with your child — let him/her see it matters.

A When one of your children is off school make sure that

you get the others into school — ask a friend to take them in
and check to ensure arrival at school.

A Take notice of how much time your child has been
away from school.
A Let us know if you are about to leave the area, change

your address or any of your contact numbers. Ensure that we
always have up-to-date contact information.
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