
 

Happy New Year from all the Staff and Governors.   We hope that you had the opportunity to have a great 
Christmas and feel refreshed heading into 2012!  It was a pleasure to see the children back in school last week with such enthusiasm and 
eagerness for the term ahead.  We have lots of events planned – an outline list for the first half term is printed below and there will be 
updates in later hmails.  As always the term ahead has many opportunities both for pupils and parents to continue on their ‘learning 
journeys’  We thank you for your support in 2011 and look forward to continuing to develop a positive relationship during 2012 which 
will enable all pupils to achieve and make excellent progress. 
 

We welcome our new little ones into Nursery.  They have coped very well during their first few days with lots of smiles. 
 

Dates for your diary this half-term 
Date Events for pupils in school time Events for parents / parents and children 

18 Jan  (W)  4T Celebration Assembly 2.45 for 2.50 PR hall 
(parking from 2.40 on lower playground at Priory Road) 

19 Jan (Th) 6B class assembly - HR hall 6B - parents invited to attend assembly at 3pm  
(no parking available on the playground at Hampden Road) 

23 Jan (M) 1G trip to Princes Risborough by train  
24 Jan (T) 1B trip to Princes Risborough by train  

25 Jan (W)  3F Celebration Assembly 2.45 for 2.50 PR hall 
(parking from 2.40 on lower playground at Priory Road) 

26 Jan (Th) 

2K class assembly – HR hall 2K - parents invited to attend assembly at 3pm  
(no parking available on the playground at Hampden Road) 

1P trip to Princes Risborough by train 
INFORMATION EVENING - FOR ALL PARENTS  
from 7pm HR hall - How Do Children Learn and Progress in Maths?  
and Academy Consultation – is Academy status right for Hamilton? 

27 Jan (F) Hot Dog day (no hot meals provided)  

30 Jan (M) Year 4 visit to Hazard Alley  (45)  

31 Jan (T) Year 4 visit to Hazard Alley  (45)  

1 Feb (W)  3J Celebration Assembly 2.45 for 2.50 PR hall 
(parking from 2.40 on lower playground at Priory Road) 

2 Feb (Th) 6P class assembly 
6P - parents invited to attend assembly at 3pm  
(no parking available on the playground at Hampden Road) 

8 Feb (W)  PHONICS INFORMATION EVENING – FOR ALL PARENTS:  7-8pm HR hall 

9 Feb (Th)  Opera for Year 4 Performances 1.30 and 6.30pm PR 

10 Feb (F) 1G class assembly - HR hall 
1G – parents invited to attend assembly at 3pm  
(no parking available on the playground at Hampden Road) 

 HALF TERM WEEK  13-17 February  

A list of after school clubs will shortly be posted on the website 
 

SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Christmas Service Collection 
The collection made at the Christmas Service in All Saints made 
a fantastic £363, which was split between the Great Ormond 
Street charity and All Saints.  We are very fortunate to be able 
to  ‘borrow’ All Saints for our Christmas service each year – the 
atmosphere at our service this year was wonderful, with so 
many of our KS2 children getting into the spirit of the season 
and producing an inspired service for our parents and friends.  
Our thanks go to Mrs Cathy Picken for helping lead the service 
in such an enthusiastic way. 
 
 

Choir fundraising 
I am pleased to report that the Choir’s annual carol singing in 
the Eden Centre raised £118.35 for The Children’s Society.  Ms 
McMillan has received a thank you card from The Children’s 
Society’s fund-raising organiser, and hopes we will be able to 
sing in the Eden Centre again next Christmas!  Well done.   
 

Stairlift  News 
Great news – Michael Ayres’ stairlift was installed in time for 
Christmas!  Very many thanks to all those who supported the 
fund-raising. 

Attendance target + 95% 
Attendance for the Autumn term was 96.1%. Well done and 
thank you to all those parents who have supported us by 
making the right decisions about if and when they take their 
children out of school. 
 

Consultation regarding potential conversion to 
academy status  
The Governing Body of Hamilton Primary School is considering 
whether or not to convert to academy status.  You will have 
received a letter about this before the holidays.   
As part of our detailed exploration your views and comments 
are sought, alongside the views of other interested parties.  
The consultation runs between 15 December 2011 and 6 

February 2012.  The full letter and additional information is 
available on the school website www.hamilton-school.co.uk 

and also at www.education.qov.uk/academies  
There will also be a meeting for parents on 26 January 2012 at 
7pm in the Hampden Road Hall, where parents and carers will 
be able to share their views and ask questions. The Governing 
Body anticipates making a final decision in February. This 
decision will be informed by the educational implications, legal 
advice, a financial appraisal and the feedback through this 
consultation.  
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NOTICES 
 

FOR NURSERY - REMINDER  
Admission to schools 
If you have a child born between 1 
September 2007 and 31 August 2008, 
you will need to apply for a school place 
to start school in September 2012.   

 

There are pages on Buckinghamshire 
County Council website giving 
information for parents with a 
child about to start school for the first 
time. They will help you decide which 
school you want your child to attend and 
how to apply. 
http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/bcc/schools/admissions/primary.page? 
 

The closing date for paper applications will be 5pm 
at County Hall on 13 January and for online 
applications will be midnight on 15 January 2012.    
 

Monies paid to school 
Can we please remind parents that 
any monies sent to school must be 
in separate envelopes with their 
child’s name, year, amount and 
what the payment is for.  This is 
very important as at certain times 
money may need to go straight to 
the Friends of the School or to 
different areas of school depending 
on what the money is for. Thank you.   
 

Reading and Reading Diaries 
Following a review of children’s progress last term it is 
becoming increasingly evident that the pupils who are making 
the best progress are those who read every day and who read 
to their parents or someone else.  It is absolutely crucial that 
children do this to build confidence in punctuation, increase 
their vocabulary and build ideas they can use in their writing.  
Research has proven that the pupils who achieve at school are 
those who are supported at home and reading is the best way 
to provide this support at a primary school level, and that 
includes Year 6!  They are not too old!  They love having a story 
read to them.  Don’t we all?  Ask yourself when was the last 
time your child saw you read?  Not the newspaper!!  We really 
need your support with raising standards so please read at 
home with your child.  If you already do, thank you.  Carry on!!   
It is important that our teachers are able to see from each 
child’s reading diary what they have read and whether they 
were listened to.  Please sign each entry either you or your 
child makes so we can monitor progress.  Thank you. 
 

Reports 
At the end of each school year, parents are presented with a 
written report about their child’s progress.  I have slightly 
changed how this is presented over the last couple of years, but 
I still do not feel it gives you the information you want or need.  
It takes weeks for the teachers to write the reports at a crucial 
time of the year when real progress takes place and I would 
prefer the staff to be putting their efforts into planning and 
delivering outstanding lessons. 
I feel that much of the report in its current format tells you 
information about what is being taught and you already know 
that from the information you receive about the curriculum 
each term.  I am working on a new style of report which is 

much shorter, points to what progress the pupil has made, 
what level they are at and how this compares to where they 
should be nationally, and gives targets for improvement.  We 
still need to work with you to explain in a little more detail 
about pupil levels.  This information was shared at the open 
meetings at the beginning of the year.  I hope to finish a model 
report over the next few days and send it out by ParentMail.  
Please let me know what you think by speaking to me, dropping 
me a note or emailing me at school to office@hamilton-
school.co.uk. 
 

Family Musical Evening 
There is to be a Family Musical Evening on Thursday 1 March at 
7pm in Hampden Road hall. 
The evening is intended for the extended school community to 
share their musical skills with a generous and admiring 
audience of parents and children.   
All are welcome, either as performers or just as audience but 
everyone, including children, must have a ticket as seating is 
restricted.   
Performers can be children and adults of any age and any level 
of skill.   
A letter containing further details of this event, with a ticket 
request slip attached, will be sent home with each child who 
receives instrumental lessons at school.  If your child does not 
receive instrumental lessons at school but you would still like to 
attend the evening please collect a letter from the office at 
either building. 
 

Coats 
Please make sure your child 
wears a coat to school every day 
as well as bringing a hat and 
gloves.  The weather can change 
very quickly and playtimes are 
not always as warm as they 
have been over the past few 
days.  Have your wellies ready in 
case it snows!  
 

Olympics!  Welcome to 2012 -  the Olympic Year 
Hamilton has joined the “Get Set” programme, which provides 
resources to plan Olympic linked events in school.  We are 
planning a number of activities with an Olympic theme during 
this year, and will keep you posted! 
 

Help requested for Science 
Miss Fulton, our Science Co-ordinator, is looking for volunteer 
parents to help with putting together science skills packs – 
cutting and laminating.  If you have a few hours to spare, please 
send a note into Priory Road office.  Your help would be much 
appreciated. 
 

Hair! 
Two brief reminders: 

 Long hair should be tied back to help prevent the 
spread of head-lice 

 We do not permit children to have extreme hairstyles, 
including shaved patterns 

Thank you very much for your support with this. 
 

Cold Weather and Emergency Contacts 
Just a reminder to let the offices have any change of 
mobile/emergency contact details in case you received a new 
phone during the festive period. Please also update your 
contact details on ParentMail.  Thank you. 
 

http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/bcc/schools/admissions/primary.page


SCHOOL MEALS AND HEALTHY EATING 
 

School Meals Team 
Well done to our school meals staff. They do an excellent job 
and provide fantastic school meals for our pupils.  If you would 
like your child to receive a nutritious hot school lunch just a 
reminder that they cost £2.20 per day.  Example menus for this 
term are on the school website or available from the school 
office.  Please ask in the office if you wish your child to start 
having hot school meals.   
 

Free School Meals eligibility 
Did you know that your child could qualify for free school 
meals? That means no bills but delicious, healthy meals for 
your children.    
School meals will give your child a real appetite for learning and 
help them to achieve their full potential. There is nothing 
healthier for your child and your family’s budget than free 
school meals. As someone else is preparing the meals for your 
child, it saves you having to worry about the effort and expense 
of making packed lunches every day. 
Your child may be entitled to receive free school meals if you 
are entitled to receive one or more of the following:  

 Income Support 

 Income Based Jobseekers Allowance 

 An income-related employment and support 
allowance 

 Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum 
Act 1999 

 The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to 
Working Tax Credit and have an annual income (as 
assessed by HM Revenue & Customs) that does not 
exceed £16,190. Parents receiving Working Tax Credit 
for four weeks after their employment finishes are 
entitled to free school meals during that period. This 
also applies to parents who start working less than 16 
hours per week. 

Children who receive Income Support or income-based Job 
Seeker’s Allowance in their own right qualify as well. Please ask 
in the school office for an application form.   
 

Packed Lunches 
Also as a Healthy School 
we follow National 
guidelines and ask that the 
following do not appear in 
packed lunch boxes: 
fizzy/sugary drinks in 
cartons, bottles or cans; 
chocolate bars or sweets, chocolate spread or jam as a filling 
for sandwiches; sugared/toffee and salted popcorn; crisps or 
any packet of savoury snacks high in salt and fat. At the end of 
lunch time all the remains of a pupil’s packed lunch are sent 
home, in order for parents to be able to see exactly what a 
child has eaten that day.  
Lunch Box ideas can be found at the School Food Trust’s 
website at:  http://www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRAVEL PLAN NEWS 
 

School Car Parks 
The school car parks are for staff only.  
Please do not drive in to drop children off or 
park in the car park itself.  At Hampden 
Road we must keep the entrance to the 
staff car park clear for emergency service 
access and deliveries at all times. Thank you.   
 

Parking 
Can parents please try to remember the school’s neighbours 
and don’t park in front of drives or block access to properties.  
We know parking can be a big issue, so ask you to park carefully 
and safely so that we can avoid any accidents. 
 
Some parents have been seen in Hampden Road letting their 
children get out of their cars in the middle of the road.  This can 
be dangerous.  Please find a parking space before letting your 
children get out of your car.   
 
Dropping off on zig-zag lines outside both sites is also an issue – 
it is very hazardous - please ensure you don’t put any child at 
risk:  park away from the zig-zag lines to bring your child to 
school.  Thank you. 
 

 

FRIENDS OF HAMILTON 
 

 

Quiz Night 
Friends are organising a quiz on Saturday 25 February.  All 
brainboxes to be put into gear!  Details will be available shortly. 
 

A Big Thank You 
I would like to thank FoH for such an enjoyable Buy a Present 
day in December.  Hampden Road hall was full of children and  
parents having a great time.  FoH would like to thank you for 
the wonderful support they received from both helpers and 
‘customers’.  The morning was enjoyed by all. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
G Aldous 

Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basic food groups 

http://www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk/


 
 

 

 
 

We are introducing an informative article in each hmail about an important subject in school life.  The first of these articles is about: 
 
 Keeping our Children Safe - compiled by our Designated Safeguarding Officer, Mrs Jefferson: 
 
As a school we have a legal duty of care to safeguard your daughters and sons and we take this responsibility very seriously indeed.  
Parents and carers should all be aware of our Safeguarding Policy, which is available for you to read on our website, and a ‘hard copy’ is 
also kept in the main reception at both buildings. 
 
What is Safeguarding? 
The term ‘Safeguarding’, as you might expect, covers a wide range of factors, from keeping the school sites safe (which is why we have 
the entrances to both sites protected by a code, and all visitors are expected to wear a visitor’s badge), to risk assessments for school 
trips, to fire drills, to ensuring that all students are reminded how to keep themselves safe on the pavements and roads, on the 
playground and on the internet.  As part of the curriculum, our children cover these and other safety issues, in PSHCE and in assemblies. 
We protect your children by scrupulously following Safer Recruitment guidelines whenever we interview and appoint new staff.  All 
staff, even those who have been with us a long time and need not be checked, have undertaken an advanced CRB check.  All staff are 
trained in Safeguarding when they join the school and annually have refresher training. 
 
What do I do if I am worried about a child? 
Parents/Carers: give us a ring.  The offices are staffed throughout the day and there will always be someone to talk to.  If you have a 
serious child protection concern, then ask to speak to myself or to Miss Battersby. 
Pupils: the children tell us that they feel safe in school and that their well-being is well looked after.  They know that they can go to their 
teachers if they have a problem, and there will always be someone to listen to them. 
 
Child Protection 
Sometimes, sadly, Safeguarding becomes Child Protection – we may have concerns about children who display indicators of abuse, and 
indeed students may disclose such situations to us.  Staff are fully trained in how to respond to such a sensitive situation, and on those 
occasions we have a legal duty of care under the Children Act, not to investigate, but to refer to Children’s Services.  
 
Bullying 
We are very fortunate that Hamilton has a very low incidence of bullying, but teachers and 
parents/carers all know how harmful this can be; we are always on the alert and ready to deal with 
any issues which occur. In this world of electronic technology we know that children are often on 

the internet, and sometimes this can cause problems, for example when they fall 
out with a friend and this becomes public knowledge. In years gone by, a nasty 

note passed in class would be forgotten about quickly; nowadays comments 
on social websites can spiral before the same evening is out, and 
which stay out there in cyberspace for anyone to read.  Facebook 
should not be used by children of primary school age, but if parents do not have controls on home 

computers, they may not know what their children are viewing.  Children here are regularly reminded of 
the dangers of the internet, and they all have to know about our Internet Code of Practice, and sign to say 
they understand it. 

 
 

 
The Internet ς What can you do? 
The internet opens many educational and social opportunities for our children and so you should monitor your child’s internet use.  At 
school all social network sites are of course blocked, as we have sophisticated systems to alert us to any misuse, but the majority of 
online activity inevitably takes place at home.   

 
There is a very useful website for CEOP (Child Exploitation and online Protection) 

which gives advice on protecting your children on-line, on social networking and 
chatrooms: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/Parents/ .  Key Stage 2 children 
have watched a video from this website, reminding them about using on-line 
social networking safely.  We will be taking part in Internet Safety Day on 7th 

February – there’s more information on this on the thinkuknow website. 
 

Some of the statistics about internet-related child abuse are shocking.  Let’s work together to ensure our 
children are safe. 

 
 

 
 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/Parents/

