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PARENTS WORKING IN SCHOOL

We are very grateful that so many of our parents are prepared to give their time to work in school on a voluntary basis.  Parental help allows teachers to provide many more opportunities for children in classrooms. All help is gratefully appreciated (whatever form it may take) and it is often the case that activities not directly related to working with children make a valuable contribution to the life of the class as a whole.  However, under Government legislation, any volunteers who work regularly with children have to be checked against lists compiled by the police to ensure that they have not been barred from working with young people.

I hope you will understand that we have an obligation to all members of the school community to build in safeguards, which ensure that all children, no matter what their indiscretions, will be treated with respect.  School is a workshop for children within which they develop socially, morally and intellectually.  They often learn by making mistakes and teachers can use these mistakes as teaching points.  Parents working in classrooms may see such incidents occur, but must resist the temptation to relate the information to anyone outside the school. If the teacher feels that a parent needs to know, then the teacher will transfer the information.  For another parent to do this can be extremely upsetting and embarrassing.  Similarly, if you see something occur in school which worries you, please discuss it with the class teacher or another member of staff rather than relaying it outside.

During break times you are welcome to share the staffroom facilities, but again I would ask you to observe the same degree of confidentiality.  You may well hear staff discussing a particular child’s problem.  Neither these details, nor any other which are obviously privileged information, must be discussed outside school.

It is essential, therefore, that once in the school parents conform to the high standards of confidentiality expected of all my staff, and I have to ask you to sign and return the attached slip to the class teacher with whom you will be working.
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Thank you for your help and confidentiality.

Mrs S Woolgar

Headteacher

(
PARENTS WORKING IN SCHOOL

I have read ‘Parents Working in School’ and am happy to complete a Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure Form and comply with the guidelines above.

Signed ……………………………………………………………….  Please print name  ……………………………………………………….

Child’s Name……………………………………………………………………………  Class ……………………………………………

Date ………………………………………………………
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