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Miss Concannon
Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students,

As we reach the end of this half term, | am filled with immense pride
and gratitude for the dedication and hard work shown by our entire
school community. It has been a busy and productive few weeks,
filled with numerous activities, achievements, and memorable
moments.

Our Year 11 students have entered a crucial phase of their academic

journey as they begin their exams. | urge all Year 11 students to stay
focused and continue to give their best in the upcoming weeks.
Remember, your hard work now will pave the way for future success.

In addition to the hustle and bustle of exam preparations, we have
also had the pleasure of welcoming visitors from Westcoast, the
largest unknown logistics company, to our school. Year 9 and 10
students had the opportunity to engage with them and visit their
premises in Bracknell to get a real flavour of what logistics is all about.

As we look forward to a well-deserved break, | encourage everyone to
take this time to relax and recharge. It is important to balance hard
work with rest and reflection. | hope you all enjoy quality time with
family and friends and return refreshed and ready for the next half of
the term.

Thank you for your continued support and involvement in our school
community. Together, we create an environment where every student
can thrive and achieve their potential.

Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable half-term break.
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Physical Education
Mrs Burford

Well, what a busy time it has been! We have
been taking advantage of the nice weather
and a few groups have been heading over
to the tennis courts to play some games.

Some groups have been having their PE
lessons on the field and playing frisbee - it is
a lot harder than it looks! Students have
been working hard on making their throws
more accurate.

Year 7 had a game of basketball against
Oaktree School. Huge thank you to all staff
and students involved in this! We are hoping
to hold more fixtures against Oaktree in the
near future! Watch this space for an update!

Year 10 are working hard on their BTEC
Sport coursework whilst Year 11 have
finished their coursework and will be sitting
their exam very soon - good luck to all
students.
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English
Dr Corfield and Mr Woolford

Key Stage 3 have been studying the
1977 play by Willy Russell, Our Day
Out. It is set in Liverpool with the
backdrop of the recession and
associated challenges. Mrs. Kay
teaches the "Progress Class" which is
taken on a coach trip. Mr. Briggs, the
authoritarian Deputy Headmaster, also
goes. The children visit the zoo, where
the students enjoy the animals so much
that they try to steal most of them! The
zoo0 attendant discovers this just in time
before the coach pulls out and makes
them return the animals. The group
also visits a castle and the students
race around exploring the grounds,
cliffs and beach.

The themes explored in the play are
poverty and aspiration and the
importance of education to challenge
these. Our groups also looked at
different styles of teaching and what
sort of teachers they prefer and why.
Along the way there has been much
conversation about the poor quality of
television, the “funny” clothes and the
Liverpudlian accent. The children have
really engaged and we are delighted
with the depth of thought and
discussion that the play has provoked.
In addition, the classes have attempted
some GCSE level work associated with
the play and worked together to
understand and answer the questions;
very pleasing to see.
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Art
Miss Morbi

In Art this term we have worked with different
materials including sponges and rollers to create
different patterns and effects with paint. The students
have also used natural materials with leaves, where
they have chosen a leaf of their liking, painted it and
transferred the pattern onto paper.

Others have painted landscapes onto canvases, and experimented with the
sun being in different positions and the impact that has on shadows.

Maths
Mr Ramsamy

This half term has seen Year 11 continuing their revision for their GCSE
exams. To maximise chances of achieving a maths qualification pupils,
several students were entered for the GCSE as well as the Entry Level
Functional Skills maths qualification. Students took their first maths GCSE
exam on 16 May.

Year 10 have been learning about data handling this term, covering types of
data, data gathering processes and presentation of data. I've been
impressed by their focus. Some of our Year 10s (& 9s) will also be sitting
their Entry Level Functional Skills maths exam next term, so we have been
preparing for these.

Our Key Stage 3 students have been learning about the various angle rules
including angles within parallel lines and within polygons. We have also
enjoyed construction of triangles and quadrilaterals.

Food Technology
Mr Bartenbach

We have had a great term in Food Tech! We have been perfecting that
chocolate brownie recipe - we now have just the right amount of coca and
chocolate and the perfect amount of squidgy goodness!

Year 10 have been demonstrating some high level skilled knife work,
chopping and peeling fresh vegetables for a delicious cottage pie. To top it
off, they grated some cheese for some superb cheesy mash.

We’'ll be transferring these skills to making a classic lasagne before finishing
this half term with ‘treat week’ - picking their favourite culinary masterpieces
so far to perfect yet further.

Finally, our Year 11s - | have been wowed by your attitude to your Home
Cooking Skills BTEC portfolios. | would like to wish you every success with
the rest of your exams and your life beyond Hamilton School.
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Forest School
Mr Russell

It's been another exciting half a term in forest school, with new tools arriving
which have already been put to good use! Students have been involved in a wide
variety of tasks and projects, including:

- The construction of a rope bridge that utilised wooden planks, upcycled from
palettes

« Work on the creation of our own guile suits while learning how camouflage is
used in nature

« Constructing a wooden bench, upcycling an old picnic bench (it's not quite
finished but it's coming along!)

. Constructing a small play area for toy-based play

. Learning how to safely use an axe to prepare wood for fire building, looked at :
how to sharpen tools to keep them safe and affective £ g

- Safe use of drills, both hand and electric, a variety of saws and a spirit level

- We've also revisited some shelter building and hammock making

I'm looking forward to an exciting half a term ahead in Forest School!

Year 9 & 10 Careers Project
Mr Versace

The Year 9 and 10 students at Hamilton have had an opportunity over the past month to be involved in a special
Careers project facilitated by Speakers4Schools. The project involved a local business sharing some experiences
with the students over three separate sessions, with the middle session taking place in the workplace.

Westcoast Ltd, an IT distribution and logistics company based in Theale, was matched with us and the first session
saw two representatives, Sonia and Liz, present their business to the group of students. They also brought along a
VR headset for the students to try, which was a hit. The session explored the various job roles involved at Westcoast
and gave the students a better understanding of what the company did.

For the second session we ventured over to their warehouse in Theale, and we were introduced to a number of
Westcoast staff, from security and warehouse supervisors to the sales team and the canteen staff. Students were
given a task to do which involved finding a stock item from the warehouse shelves, fixing a postage label to it, and
then loading it onto a conveyor belt to go onto a lorry. The session was a huge success, especially when the parcels
arrived the following day and students were able to take home the goods! Students received power banks, water
bottles, drawstring bags, snacks and drinks — all generously donated by Westcoast.

The final session back at school the following Monday, saw the Westcoast staff share some feedback about the
students’ visit to the warehouse and hand out trophies, certificates and yet another gift donated by the Westcoast
owner, a set of wireless earphones. Students were overjoyed by the project, the gifts and the generosity of the
company, and the school presented Sonia and Liz with a thankyou card and chocolates for their invaluable careers
input into the lives of our Year 9 and 10 students.
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Reward Trips
Mr Versace

With this years’ reward trips being such a huge
success already, last term we trialled expanding
the rewards into a tiered system of Gold, Silver
and Bronze rewards.

The Gold trip went for the day to Jump-Inin
Camberley, the Silver ventured to Palmer Park for
the afternoon with a stop at the café, while the
Bronze reward saw other students watching a
movie with popcorn in the afternoon at school.

All students (and staff!) enjoyed the rewards, and
the tiered system will continue for the remainder
of the academic year.

Students selected for this term’s Gold trip have
participated in some water sports, while our Silver
trip students went to watch ‘IF’ at Showcase
Cinema. Students participating in the Bronze
reward headed to Sol Joel Park for some fun and
games.

All reward trips occur in the final week of the half-
term as a way of celebrating the successes
throughout the term, in both behaviour and work
effort. These efforts are recorded on daily points,
so please encourage your child to earn the best
points they can.

Year 11 Exams
Mrs Wilson

Our Year 11s have started their exams - thank
you to all our parents for your support with getting
children to school on time each day.

Students have completed one GCSE paper in
each subject now. We have more exams
scheduled for after half term.

Parents - please keep encouraging that can-do,
positive attitude in your children. The end is in
sight now!

Keep up the good work, Year 11 - not long until
your end of term celebration at Lagoona Park
waterpark on 21 Junel!

I
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Summer Weather

Please ensure that you

send your child to

school with a water bottle

in the warmer weather.

Water bottles can be

refilled throughout the day -

we do encourage students to drink

well throughout the day to stay hydrated.

Please send a hat and suncream as well for those who are
sensitive to the effects of the sun.

If your child suffers from hayfever, parents/carers may bring in
clearly labelled antihistamines in original packaging with
instructions for use to the school office. Please do not send
medication in with children.

Attendance & Absence
We continue to focus on attendance and absence.

Overall attendance this term has been 61.88%. During this
time, a total of 238.5 days of learning have been lost to
unauthorised absence: absence that has not been agreed
by the school and is not related to illness or alternative
educational activities. In addition to this, we have seen 34
instances of late arrivals by students, impacting on
learning time*.

If you provide transport for your child, or they make their
own way to school, please ensure that they arrive between
8.30am and 8.45am.

If your child is unwell, please email

hamadmin@maidenerleghtrust.org by 9am.
*Figures as of 23 May
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Support Events & Services

Brighter
Futures for
veuNs PEPLE

Mental Health coffee mornings in
REAPING SCHoo|S 2024

Come and learn about mental health in a relaxed and informal setting.

Understand how mental health might affect your child and learn practical ——
toods to help you support your child through any mental health difficulties -:' r
they may expenience, whether short or lang-term,

These informal coffee mornings are run by Amanda Mavunga, -
Reading MHST CAMHS Senior Clinician at BFfC, amanda will deliver a —
presentation followed by an opportunity to ask questions. You can attend — -

any session, even if your child does not attend the hosting school.

You mAY ATTEND ANY of THESE sEs<ioNs AT ANY sCHoo|

DATE/TIME SUBJECT SCHOOL
% Jan, 9.15-11.15am Challenging behaviour 5t. Michael's Primary Schaol
18 Jan, 1-3pm Supparting your child with autism English Martyrs Catholic Primary School

1% Jan, 9.15-11.1%am

ADHD

Whitley Park Primary and Hursery School

29 Jan, 9.15-11.15am Challenging behavicur COucford Road Commiunity School
31 Jan, %.15-11.15am oD Churchend Frimary Academy
22 Fab, 9.15-11.15am Higntal hoalth and manonty athnic identity St. Michael's Primary Schaol

29 Feb, 1-3pm

Impact of secial media an mental health

English Martyrs Catholic Primary Schosl

1 March, %.15-11.15am

Low setf-esteem: Bulldng resilience to
el L1}

Whithey Park Primary and Hursery School

| HAMILTON SCHOOL |

18 March, 1-3pm Support with growing up, mood and English Martyrs Catholic Primary School
haormonal changes

25 March, 9.15-11.15am ADHD Churchend Primary Acadermy

19 Apeil, 9.15-11.15am Anxiety 5t. Michael's Primary Schoal

26 Apil, 9.15-11.15am Challenging behavisur Whitliny Park Prisnasry &nd Hurseny School

20 May, 9.15-11 15am Autism Churchend Frimary Acadomy

4 Juné, 9.15-11.155m AtET St Michael's Primary Schadl

14 June, #.15-10.15am Emational wilibesng QaA Whitliny Park Primasy and Nursery School

& Juty, 9.15-11.15am ADHD 5t. Michael's Primary School
12 July, 9.15-11 36am Anxiety or QBA Churchend Primary Academy
summER doAYS
........ BB s & 8 8 = s s
Sl N arwi Yo Childesn 024
....... L] L] L L ]

Support and Information
Information of local services and events that may be of
help or interest

Places Kids Eat Free in School Half Terms &
Holidays 2024: https://moneysavingcentral.co.uk/kids-
eat-free

Family Activities:
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/for-parents-

carers/family-activities/

Early Help: https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/for-
parents-carers/early-help/

Reading Food Banks: https://readifood.org.uk/

ISSUE 5

Let’s Get Creative!

For Connected/Kinship Care Families
Building social skills through different forms of art

Parenting Special Children runs a monthly group for children aged 5-12 living with
Kinship/Connected Carers and/or Special Guardians. Children & young people are split
into age groups to attend workshops with music and play therapists, who have training

and experience in attachment and therapeutic arts.

Venue: The Lower Earley Baptist Church, Maiden Place, Earley, Reading RGS IHE
Timings: 10am - 12noon
Cost; Currently free (but places are limited, so only book if you are planning to attend)

Carers will be required to stay for the duration of the session in the room next door. This will
be an informal support group - an opportunity to speak to others and relax with a cup of

tealcoffee Carers can also join the support group on thelr own if children are
folder or busy e,
Summer 2024 dates:

+ Saturday 13% April
« Saturday 257 May
= Saturday 22 June

Booking: hitps.(bit byl GC-HMMAY 24

For further info, call 07557 102623 or Email; ta

@mﬂmm #‘3 I:H?L%EEN

arentin ialchildren.co.uk

W]wle

Need something to
do with the children

this Half Term?

The below websites have some
great events listed, many of
which are free of charge!

https://whatsonreading.com/themes/half-term-reading

https://www.reading-rocks.co.uk/things-to-do/half-term-
in-reading

https://berkshiremummies.co.uk/free-or-low-cost-may-
half-term-whats-on-guide-in-berkshire/
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AL The Hationa) College, 0ur Waks UpWeiinosday Guidel SMpowsd and squip parente, cOms and #0ucolers with the conlidencs and practicol akils & e oble 1o have inlsimsd and age- opplopmate
eonveriaticns with children obout enline safety. mentol healih and wellbeing, ond climale charge. Formerdy delivered by Hational Online Salety, these guides now oddress wider topicyand hemes
Far Turther guices, hants and lps, pleaie vislt nationaleollge com,

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

ENERGY DRINKS

Energy drinks are highly caffeinated beverages often consumed lor a guick energy boost, However, axcessive
intake can lead to health risks ke increased heart rate and sleep disturbonces. Statistics underline these
products’ popularity among young people — many of whom consumae them regularly. Here's our expert’s

advice on addressing the concemns surrounding energy drink consumption in adolescents.

DISRUPTED SLEEP '

HIGH CAFFEINE —
L& PATTERNS

CONTENT

Mast anetgy drirks sontaln high levels of
caftaing: aften much mans than o typleal cup ol
catlen or lizzy drink. Excesaive saticire
consumption can lead 1o incneaed hoot rate,
high Bload pressure, anxlety, insemnla,
digastive laues and - in snreme cases - even
FedE SvErh conditlens. Fer childen and
odolescents, whose bodies are stlll devaloping,
exeessbve catfeing intake can be particularty
Parrviul,

s s

INCREASED RISK OF ()\
HEART PROBLEMS »

The combination of high calleina lovels and the
‘ athar stimulants found in energy diinks can put

axtra straln on the cardiovascular system.

Patantially, this could lead to imeqular heart

riythrme, palpitations and increased future rizk

of heat attack - especially in individuals who

have an undatlying heort condithen,

—

IMPACT ON @'

MENTAL HEALTH :

The significant levels of caffeine and sugar in

mwdlh*lc:m axacarbata uuiﬂ-p
ner =in

to panic ok
Mhﬁuﬂ[.llncmlhlhﬂlnﬂnnfdhwl the
_ initial anergy boost can actually make mood
swings worse and pessibly eod to feelings of
deprazsion ond irrtobility.

— %

Cansuming enargy drinks, especially during the
aftarnesn af evening, can diaupt narmal skeep

patteins, The stimulating eifects of catfeine con
maka it difficult fer children and woung adulta te
fall aslesp - leading to inaulficiant rest ond its

LINKS TO SUBSTANCE
ABUSE ,

Sarm h b

1 mmwdrwcmmumnmm
rates of alcabol and diug use among young
adilts. Young pecple may mix ensrgy drinks
with alcohal, mistokenty believing that the
anengy drinks’ atfects will

the sadative nature af alcohel. This

r 5 3 o '|" e |
POTENTIAL FOR 3, l[f i d
DEPENDENCY 1=
Frequent consumption of enargy drinks can lead
to totorancs = mmmmm |

need 1o to -
cmm:nnﬁmm#m can
v load te

mwhmmrwm maybe

Adv?ce for Parents & Educators

LIMIT CONSUMPTION <

s wise to educate young people about the petential rlsks related te energy
drinks, emphosising the consequendes of axcessive saliping consumption,
Encourage heolthbor olterratives like warer, herb-al teas ar notural fiult [uices,

You can medel healthy behaviours by restricting your ewn consurnption of energy
drinks and creating o supportive emvirenment for infarmed chelces.

A W,
PROMOTE HEALTHIER HABITS @
‘Schoals can help with this issue by including dizscussiors about the poasible
dangers o ensrgy diink consumption inte their healih educatien curriculum,

Ercowrags childeen and youwng adults o eritically the
‘they wa“mun umm umm healzh. Teachers could gkqmﬂda

“I s/

Meet Our Expert

Dr Jason ORaurke, Headteacher of Wathingborough Acadeny, champions feod
education and sustainability - and ks sachoal halds the Soll Asseciatien’s
prestigicus Gold Catering Mark, Jasen has ipokon abaut 1ood edudation at
Westminaler brefings and sverdeas. & moember of tha All-Party Parliamentary
Greup an Schosl Foad, he co-foundad Tastld, a sandary baod aducation charity.

X @wake_up_weds

] /wuwthenationalcollege

ADVOCATE FDR REEUU\TION

1 this is somathing you'ne particularty passionote stkout, you could work with lecal
health crgonisations ond pelicymalers to advecate for rmmhmmmnwm

sales 1o children ond Yaurng peopla. Rodss 5 Qmang p
community maembers about the patential health risks wmmmrwdmw
and suppart infthatives promoting optians in

-

| | Te——
SET A POSITINE EXAMPLE

1 Adults can model healihy Beboviewrs by vidibly chosaing altemating

bawerages initead of ehergy drinks. ) Gpen comr with
:huoner adults obw:mwa:m tor limiting energy drink

o of balanced nutrition, odoguate
h-rdmum and sulficient HMPMWH welibaing and ocadormic succoss.

The
National |

@ @wake.up.wednesday d‘ @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so at thelr own discretion. Mo llability is entered into. Current oz of the dote of releose: 17.04.2024
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Current Year 7
w 8 Tutor Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Break Reading Lesson 3 Lunch Lessen 4 Lesson 5
BAS =315 15 = 2000 1000= 1045 | 1045 = 1105 | 1105 = 1030 | 1130 =12:30 | 1215 = 1255 -

3 In June, all Year groups will be

— %
UL (S fra e starting their new timetables in

Tutor

@

SR R ER Y their new Year groups. Please
el =1 T In see timetables below.

- imfl @ ? E E Social Skils @ 9&!

Thurs . . .:: = - f;@ — ‘;—‘-_
SRR MBI il e &

il [AlEle | $

m Breakfost || Musse | s | ecwnd Breok || SSSESSE| SSSEESS  Lunch ey Current Year 8

& EIE

Break

o
A 2

Break

5 B

Maths

Break

o 5

Current Year 9 Ut 2004 : Breok

B E P D E [

Break Lunch

B EED

g
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g
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Break

SR el -
Break
HEFOQ

Break

EHEOE

Break ; Year 10
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g
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Dates for next Half Term: Online School Uniform Shop
We are pleased to announce that we have
3 June All students return to school partnered with Oliver Embroidery to open a new
online uniform shop for Hamilton School sweatshirts
17 June Year 8 Immunisations and Catch-Up and hoodies.
Sweatshirts and hoodies may be purchased at a
21 June Year 11 Celebration Trip heavily subsidised rate of £10 per item, including
delivery either directly to school or to your home
address.
3 July Inset Day - school closed to students
Any additional uniform that you require for your
, child must now be purchased directly through this
1 July Parent & Tutor Meetings site. Please do think ahead in time for September
as well to ensure your child has the correct uniform
12 July Sports Day for the new school year.
w/c 15 July Parent Teas (more details to follow!) OLU(M - a Qo Qu= O
EMBROIDERY
18 July Reward Trip (selected students) e g g
19 July School Reports sent home
Last day of term - early finish at e e e e s et ey e e
24 July 12:30pm sy e 5 e e g 3y P o £ et iy e b e
Wishing all our families a Y
restful Half Term break. Dl aasina m’*""*'“ — m’ef.:w
_.-’.. ¢ d'j r:.. i Jorey v WkT) rn WAT)
2 We look forward to
' , welcoming our students If you have any issues accessing this site, please
' back on Monday 3 June. contact the school office.

Our News Feed: Latest News Class Timetables: Timetables

Term Dates: Hamilton School Term Dates Letters for Parents: Letters

School Timings: Our School Day Maiden Erlegh Trust Vacancies: Vacancies
Parent Help & Support: Information About Hamilton School: About Us

We would love to hear your views on Hamilton School. Please click below to highlight anything you feel our school has
done particularly well recently, or areas you feel we need to improve, as well as a chance to nominate a member of staff
you feel has exceeded your expectations. Click on the links below to submit your feedback:

\ \|e‘- a\e
we W ,' pot™
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