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Headteacher’s Half Term 
Round-Up
Miss Concannon

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students,

As we reach the end of this half term, I am filled with immense pride
and gratitude for the dedication and hard work shown by our entire
school community. It has been a busy and productive few weeks,
filled with numerous activities, achievements, and memorable
moments.

Our Year 11 students have entered a crucial phase of their academic
journey as they begin their exams. I urge all Year 11 students to stay
focused and continue to give their best in the upcoming weeks.
Remember, your hard work now will pave the way for future success.

In addition to the hustle and bustle of exam preparations, we have
also had the pleasure of welcoming visitors from Westcoast, the
largest unknown logistics company, to our school. Year 9 and 10
students had the opportunity to engage with them and visit their
premises in Bracknell to get a real flavour of what logistics is all about.

As we look forward to a well-deserved break, I encourage everyone to
take this time to relax and recharge. It is important to balance hard
work with rest and reflection. I hope you all enjoy quality time with
family and friends and return refreshed and ready for the next half of
the term.

Thank you for your continued support and involvement in our school
community. Together, we create an environment where every student
can thrive and achieve their potential.

Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable half-term break.
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Physical Education
Mrs Burford

Well, what a busy time it has been! We have
been taking advantage of the nice weather
and a few groups have been heading over
to the tennis courts to play some games. 

Some groups have been having their PE
lessons on the field and playing frisbee - it is
a lot harder than it looks! Students have
been working hard on making their throws
more accurate. 

Year 7 had a game of basketball against
Oaktree School. Huge thank you to all staff
and students involved in this! We are hoping
to hold more fixtures against Oaktree in the
near future! Watch this space for an update! 

Year 10 are working hard on their BTEC
Sport coursework whilst Year 11 have
finished their coursework and will be sitting
their exam very soon - good luck to all
students.

http://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/
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Art
Miss Morbi

In Art this term we have worked with different 
materials including sponges and rollers to create 
different patterns and effects with paint. The students 
have also used natural materials with leaves, where 
they have chosen a leaf of their liking, painted it and 
transferred the pattern onto paper. 

Others have painted landscapes onto canvases, and experimented with the
sun being in different positions and the impact that has on shadows.
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English
Dr Corfield and Mr Woolford

Key Stage 3 have been studying the
1977 play by Willy Russell, Our Day
Out. It is set in Liverpool with the
backdrop of the recession and
associated challenges. Mrs. Kay
teaches the "Progress Class" which is
taken on a coach trip. Mr. Briggs, the
authoritarian Deputy Headmaster, also
goes. The children visit the zoo, where
the students enjoy the animals so much
that they try to steal most of them! The
zoo attendant discovers this just in time
before the coach pulls out and makes
them return the animals. The group
also visits a castle and the students
race around exploring the grounds,
cliffs and beach. 

The themes explored in the play are
poverty and aspiration and the
importance of education to challenge
these. Our groups also looked at
different styles of teaching and what
sort of teachers they prefer and why.
Along the way there has been much
conversation about the poor quality of
television, the “funny” clothes and the
Liverpudlian accent. The children have
really engaged and we are delighted
with the depth of thought and
discussion that the play has provoked.
In addition, the classes have attempted
some GCSE level work associated with
the play and worked together to
understand and answer the questions;
very pleasing to see.

Maths
Mr Ramsamy

This half term has seen Year 11 continuing their revision for their GCSE
exams. To maximise chances of achieving a maths qualification pupils,
several students were entered for the GCSE as well as the Entry Level
Functional Skills maths qualification. Students took their first maths GCSE
exam on 16 May.

Year 10 have been learning about data handling this term, covering types of
data, data gathering processes and presentation of data. I’ve been
impressed by their focus. Some of our Year 10s (& 9s) will also be sitting
their Entry Level Functional Skills maths exam next term, so we have been
preparing for these.

Our Key Stage 3 students have been learning about the various angle rules
including angles within parallel lines and within polygons. We have also
enjoyed construction of triangles and quadrilaterals.

Food Technology
Mr Bartenbach

We have had a great term in Food Tech! We have been perfecting that
chocolate brownie recipe - we now have just the right amount of coca and
chocolate and the perfect amount of squidgy goodness!

Year 10 have been demonstrating some high level skilled knife work,
chopping and peeling fresh vegetables for a delicious cottage pie. To top it
off, they grated some cheese for some superb cheesy mash. 

We’ll be transferring these skills to making a classic lasagne before finishing
this half term with ‘treat week’ - picking their favourite culinary masterpieces
so far to perfect yet further.

Finally, our Year 11s - I have been wowed by your attitude to your Home
Cooking Skills BTEC portfolios. I would like to wish you every success with
the rest of your exams and your life beyond Hamilton School. 

http://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/


Forest School
Mr Russell
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Year 9 & 10 Careers Project
Mr Versace

The Year 9 and 10 students at Hamilton have had an opportunity over the past month to be involved in a special
Careers project facilitated by Speakers4Schools. The project involved a local business sharing some experiences
with the students over three separate sessions, with the middle session taking place in the workplace.
 
Westcoast Ltd, an IT distribution and logistics company based in Theale, was matched with us and the first session
saw two representatives, Sonia and Liz, present their business to the group of students. They also brought along a
VR headset for the students to try, which was a hit. The session explored the various job roles involved at Westcoast
and gave the students a better understanding of what the company did.
 
For the second session we ventured over to their warehouse in Theale, and we were introduced to a number of
Westcoast staff, from security and warehouse supervisors to the sales team and the canteen staff. Students were
given a task to do which involved finding a stock item from the warehouse shelves, fixing a postage label to it, and
then loading it onto a conveyor belt to go onto a lorry. The session was a huge success, especially when the parcels
arrived the following day and students were able to take home the goods! Students received power banks, water
bottles, drawstring bags, snacks and drinks – all generously donated by Westcoast.
 
The final session back at school the following Monday, saw the Westcoast staff share some feedback about the
students’ visit to the warehouse and hand out trophies, certificates and yet another gift donated by the Westcoast
owner, a set of wireless earphones. Students were overjoyed by the project, the gifts and the generosity of the
company, and the school presented Sonia and Liz with a thankyou card and chocolates for their invaluable careers
input into the lives of our Year 9 and 10 students.

Forest School
Mr Russell

It's been another exciting half a term in forest school, with new tools arriving
which have already been put to good use! Students have been involved in a wide
variety of tasks and projects, including: 

The construction of a rope bridge that utilised wooden planks, upcycled from
palettes
Work on the creation of our own guile suits while learning how camouflage is
used in nature
Constructing a wooden bench, upcycling an old picnic bench (it's not quite
finished but it's coming along!)
Constructing a small play area for toy-based play
Learning how to safely use an axe to prepare wood for fire building, looked at
how to sharpen tools to keep them safe and affective
Safe use of drills, both hand and electric, a variety of saws and a spirit level
We've also revisited some shelter building and hammock making 

I'm looking forward to an exciting half a term ahead in Forest School!

http://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/
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Reward Trips
Mr Versace

With this years’ reward trips being such a huge
success already, last term we trialled expanding
the rewards into a tiered system of Gold, Silver
and Bronze rewards. 

The Gold trip went for the day to Jump-In in
Camberley, the Silver ventured to Palmer Park for
the afternoon with a stop at the café, while the
Bronze reward saw other students watching a
movie with popcorn in the afternoon at school. 

All students (and staff!) enjoyed the rewards, and
the tiered system will continue for the remainder
of the academic year. 

Students selected for this term’s Gold trip have
participated in some water sports, while our Silver
trip students went to watch ‘IF’ at Showcase
Cinema. Students participating in the Bronze
reward headed to Sol Joel Park for some fun and
games. 

All reward trips occur in the final week of the half-
term as a way of celebrating the successes
throughout the term, in both behaviour and work
effort. These efforts are recorded on daily points,
so please encourage your child to earn the best
points they can.

Year 11 Exams
Mrs Wilson

Our Year 11s have started their exams - thank
you to all our parents for your support with getting
children to school on time each day.

Students have completed one GCSE paper in
each subject now. We have more exams
scheduled for after half term.

Parents - please keep encouraging that can-do,
positive attitude in your children.  The end is in
sight now! 

Keep up the good work, Year 11 - not long until
your end of term celebration at Lagoona Park
waterpark on 21 June!

Summer Weather

Please ensure that you 
send your child to 
school with a water bottle 
in the warmer weather. 
Water bottles can be 
refilled throughout the day - 
we do encourage students to drink 
well throughout the day to stay hydrated. 

Please send a hat and suncream as well for those who are
sensitive to the effects of the sun.

If your child suffers from hayfever, parents/carers may bring in
clearly labelled antihistamines in original packaging with
instructions for use to the school office. Please do not send
medication in with children.

Attendance & Absence

We continue to focus on attendance and absence.

Overall attendance this term has been 61.88%. During this
time, a total of 238.5 days of learning have been lost to
unauthorised absence: absence that has not been agreed
by the school and is not related to illness or alternative
educational activities. In addition to this, we have seen 34
instances of late arrivals by students, impacting on
learning time*.

If you provide transport for your child, or they make their
own way to school, please ensure that they arrive between
8.30am and 8.45am. 

If your child is unwell, please email
hamadmin@maidenerleghtrust.org by 9am.
*Figures as of 23 May

http://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/
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Thank you to all

parents, staff and

students who completed

our Surveys sent out

last term. It has been

wonderful to read your

feedback!

“We get a weekly update from

his form tutor discussing how

the week has gone. This is

very good indeed and ensures

that any issues are picked up

as they are emerging” 

“The staff are always

excited to share any

success they have

noticed”

“You all rock! From the
Head Teacher to the

cleaning staff. I appreciated
you getting out of bed

everyday for my child, I
know some days aren’teasy!”

“I get to see staff and

have a nice chat. I get

to go home earlier than

my sister!”

“The staff team worktogether really welland everyonesupports everyone”

“Staff are verysupportive of eachother”

“Behaviour
management from

staff is good”

http://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/


I’mbored!

Need something to
do with the children

this Half Term?
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Support and Information
Information of local services and events that may be of
help or interest

Places Kids Eat Free in School Half Terms &
Holidays 2024: https://moneysavingcentral.co.uk/kids-
eat-free

Family Activities:
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/for-parents-
carers/family-activities/

Early Help: https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/for-
parents-carers/early-help/

Reading Food Banks: https://readifood.org.uk/

https://whatsonreading.com/themes/half-term-reading

https://www.reading-rocks.co.uk/things-to-do/half-term-
in-reading

https://berkshiremummies.co.uk/free-or-low-cost-may-
half-term-whats-on-guide-in-berkshire/

The below websites have some
great events listed, many of
which are free of charge!

http://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/
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Online Safety, Mental Health &
Wellbeing
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In June, all Year groups will be
starting their new timetables in
their new Year groups. Please
see timetables below.

Current Year 7

Current Year 8

Current Year 9

Year 10

http://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/


3 June All students return to school

17 June Year 8 Immunisations and Catch-Up

21 June Year 11 Celebration Trip

3 July Inset Day - school closed to students

11 July Parent & Tutor Meetings

12 July Sports Day

w/c 15 July Parent Teas (more details to follow!)

18 July Reward Trip (selected students)

19 July School Reports sent home

24 July
Last day of term - early finish at
12:30pm

Class Timetables: Timetables
Letters for Parents: Letters
Maiden Erlegh Trust Vacancies: Vacancies
About Hamilton School: About Us

Dates for next Half Term: 
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We would love to hear your views on Hamilton School. Please click below to highlight anything you feel our school has
done particularly well recently, or areas you feel we need to improve, as well as a chance to nominate a member of staff
you feel has exceeded your expectations. Click on the links below to submit your feedback:

Like!
Improve!

Nominate!

Advance Notices

Our News Feed: Latest News
Term Dates: Hamilton School Term Dates
School Timings: Our School Day
Parent Help & Support: Information
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Wishing all our families a
restful Half Term break. 

We look forward to
welcoming our students
back on Monday 3 June.

Online School Uniform Shop

We are pleased to announce that we have
partnered with Oliver Embroidery to open a new
online uniform shop for Hamilton School sweatshirts
and hoodies.

Sweatshirts and hoodies may be purchased at a
heavily subsidised rate of £10 per item, including
delivery either directly to school or to your home
address. 

Any additional uniform that you require for your
child must now be purchased directly through this
site. Please do think ahead in time for September
as well to ensure your child has the correct uniform
for the new school year. 

If you have any issues accessing this site, please
contact the school office.
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