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Personal Development
Ms Biddiss

This term, Year 8 have been focusing on
friendships and relationships, understanding
what makes a good friend and what constitutes a
healthy friendship. They have been engaged in
useful discussion, asking and answering sensible
questions

Years 9 and 10 have also been looking at
relationships, going into more detail about
healthy and unhealthy relationships, including
friendships and romantic relationships. We have
also looked at why people argue, and conflict
resolution. I have been very impressed with their
insightful contributions to discussion, and how
their listening and turn-taking skills are improving.

Year 11 have been focusing on crime, looking at
the different types of crime, including knife crime
and gang culture. The students have shown a
keen interest in the content of the sessions and
we have had very interesting discussions.

Headteacher’s Half Term Round-Up
Miss Concannon

Dear Parents and Carers

As we reach the end of this half-term, I want to take a
moment to reflect on what has been a busy and productive
few weeks here at Hamilton School. 

This term has been full of exciting activities, academic
progress, and community-building. We have had many
exciting new regular events at Hamilton, including
workshops with Make Sense Theatre and Year 7 Resilience
Workshops, along with many other things. We have also
enjoyed a reptile visit which went down a storm with staff
and students alike.

Looking ahead, next half-term will be just as eventful, with
Year 10 work experience, Year 11 Mock exams along with
the school supporting World Book Day and Comic Relief.

I wish you all a restful and enjoyable half-term break. We
look forward to welcoming everyone back on Monday 24
February, refreshed and ready for the exciting challenges
ahead.
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Science
Mr Woolford

Key Stage 3
This half term we have been looking at Circuits, learning how to build them 
and draw diagrams to represent them and trying to predict what would 
happen if the power was increased.

One of the other topics we have studied is forces and how we are effected 
by them. We have looked at contact and non-contact forces and what the 
difference is.

                                                                            Key Stage 
                                                                            Year 10
                                                                            This half term we have started the Physics GCSE. We have looked at 
                                                                            energy, the different types and how to calculate how much energy is 
                                                                            used or wasted. This has been followed by looking at some of the 
                                                                            Physics of space including the formation and life cycle of stars.

Year 11
This half term we have been looking at the way organisms are organized 
from cells, tissues, organs and organ systems. We have looked at how the 
digestion system works, lungs and heart.

We have now moved onto Ecology and looking at how organisms interact 
with each other in natural environments and how organisms have adapted
to exist there.
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Physical Education
Mrs Burford

Year 7 students have been looking at positive approaches to PE. Students are gaining an understanding of positive
approaches to PE to ensure they get the most from their curriculum. Year 7 have been playing lots of badminton and
even held a badminton tournament this week! 

Year 8 students have all developed their knowledge of health and wellbeing focusing on warming up. Students are
starting to understand the importance of a sufficient warm up before participating in physical activity. Students have
been leading the warm up themselves which is great and is also allowing them to develop their leadership skills.   

Year 9 students have focused on attitudes and behaviour in lessons and understanding the meaning of attitudes and
behaviours and the difference between them. We have discussed how our behaviour and attitude can affect the sports
we play. 

Year 10 students are working well on their BTEC Sport coursework and are starting to finish their assignments within
unit 2: Practical sports.  

Year 11 students are finishing off their final unit for coursework and working on the information for their exam.

http://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/
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Life Skills
Ms Biddiss 

This term, Years 8 and 9 started the term off looking at recycling all the different ways it's sorted. They learned about
what happens to waste after it is collected from home, and we have discussed the ideas of 'Reduce, Reuse, Recycle,
Rethink'. We then went on to look at how to do the laundry and recognise washing symbols. Students have really
impressed me with their knowledge and I too have learnt what many of these symbols mean!

Years 10 and 11 have focused on Employability Skills and next steps. Not only have students been researching college
courses and the necessary qualifications, but they have also been looking at their own interpersonal and intrapersonal
skills, showing real insight and introspection. They have a clearer idea of the necessary skills for interviews, whether
they are in person, online or over the phone.

Maths
Mr Ramsamy

Year 9 
The focus for year 9 this term was number. 
Key areas included:
 

Order of operations (BIDMAS)
The four operations involving fractions and decimals
The equivalence of fractions, decimals and percentages

 

Pupils developed greater confidence in performing complex calculations
and demonstrated an improved understanding of numerical relationships
 
Year 10
Year 10 tackled a variety of challenging yet essential topics, including:
 

Linear equations
Angles and bearings: Reading, interpreting and drawing bearings
accurately
Circle geometry: Understanding parts of a circle and applying
formulae to calculate area, circumference and fractional parts of
circles

 
Year 11
Year 11 worked diligently this half term, focusing on topics critical for
their upcoming GCSE exams:
 

Multiplicative reasoning: Including ratio and proportion, pressure
density and volume
Angle rules
Vectors

 

Pupils displayed increased confidence in tackling multi-step problems.
 

Curriculum Updates
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Food Technology
Mr Bartenbach

Our students have been on a mouth-
watering adventure over the past few
weeks, whipping up some seriously
delicious dishes!

We started off with fluffy American
pancakes with ice cream, flipping them to
perfection (with only a few landing on the
floor!). Then, we turned up the heat with a
fragrant Caribbean curry, packed with
bold spices and flavours and smell from
the Caribbean. 

The students showed off their skills with a
classic pie and banana bread, filling the
kitchen with the most amazing smells.
Things got even heartier with a proper
cottage pie, and we wrapped up in style
by making homemade pizzas, complete
with all the toppings you can imagine.

From sweet treats 
to savoury feasts, 
our students have 
been cooking up 
a storm - watch out, 
future chefs 
in the making!

http://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/
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Curriculum Showcase: English

This half term, most of our KS3 and KS4 students have explored a diverse range of non-fiction extracts and articles
from the Victorian era, as well as 19th- and 20th-century texts. They have engaged with some thought-provoking topics
such as immigration, royalty, and slavery, analysing how writers use language, structure, and persuasive techniques to
engage readers. They developed some analytical, evaluative, and comparative writing skills.
 

Our Villains in Literature unit introduced students to infamous characters from Frankenstein, Boy, Great
Expectations, and Dr. Kalmenius. They particularly enjoyed crafting their own horror stories, creating memorable
villains, and explaining their character choices.
 

We are currently using extracts from around the world to explore different cultures, promote diversity and inclusion, and
enhance comprehension and writing skills. As part of this, students recently created holiday adverts for a country of
their choice, with some producing outstanding work.
 

Below are some extracts of the works produced.

Ms Ejike joined Hamilton School on a part-time basis in September. 
Since January, Ms Ejike has been working full-time with us teaching English. 

"I recently joined Hamilton School as an English teacher and am excited to work with the
SEMH students here. I bring over a decade of experience in mainstream and SEN schools,
helping students improve their literacy, communication skills, and confidence. My goal is to

create a supportive learning environment where every child can achieve their potential."

http://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/
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Outdoor Education
Mr Russell

It’s been a typically cold start to the year, but we’ve
been keeping ourselves warm in outdoor learning in
a variety of ways, from cosying up in hammocks,
active climbing and play on our expanding
multipurpose outdoor equipment to hot food,
including pasta, pizza, chocolate brownie and
burgers (all cooked on the fire of course!). 

I’ve challenged the students to be resourceful with
wet wood, cutting into it in order to get to the dry
parts that will burn. We’ve done some more tool
work and have made multiple shelters, including a
particularly large one on an afternoon when the rain
poured; we had a fantastic time rigging up a shelter
and cooking under it, with all the boys joining in to
get it set up quickly!

Curriculum Updates
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Art
Mr Woolford

In Art we have been exploring
different elements of art
including colours, shading and
drawing. We have experimented
using cardboard as material.
Using the artwork of Eduardo
Paolozzi we have designed and
created some heads from
cardboard.

In Key Stage 4 we have been
working on individual projects
such as the canvas pictured,
using bold colours and geometric
shapes.

Year 7
Ms Whalley

This term, Year 7 have continued to work on learning
how to deal with their own emotions and building
relationships in their classes and the school; it has been
lovely to see the students interacting positively with each
other.
 

In English we have been looking at different types of
poetry and having a go at writing our own, while in Maths
we have continued to consolidate our knowledge of
number bonds and times tables, and trying out strategies
for multiplication and division.
 

We have been egg-sperimenting in Science, with the
students planning the best way to protect an egg from
the effects of gravity, as part of our forces topic. There
was bubble wrap, fabric, newspaper, kitchen towel,
balloons and even a couple of parachutes involved,
before the eggs were thrown up in the air and left to their
fate.
 

In Personal Development, our focus has been on
dreams and goals for the future, and how to achieve
them, while in Life Skills we have looked at finances,
specifically banking and that all-important budgeting, of
course accompanied by a cup of tea.

http://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/


Reward Trips & Events
Miss Millward

A massive well done to all of
our students for working so hard
towards their reward points this half term!

Thursday 13 February was Reward Day and a
great day was had by all.

We had a Dropzone Gaming’s bus come to
school for the Gold reward, followed by a
McDonalds. It was a hit - our students had a great
time!

Silver reward students went to the crucible to play
pool, and our Bronze reward students played
games on the XBox at school. 

Please encourage your children to keep working
towards their points. The more points they earn,
the higher the level of trip they will go on at the
end of next half term!
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Reptile Visit
Miss Millward

We loved our visit from Kennedy Reptiles this half term! All of our
students engaged so respectfully and positively with a range of
snakes, lizards, and other small animals and their handlers.
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School Events

Transition to Hamilton School
Miss Ward & Mr Versace

On 30th January, we were thrilled to welcome families to our Open Evening who were either looking to attend Hamilton
this coming September, or have been offered a place This included representatives of our first cohort to include girls.

It was lovely to meet some prospective students, along with their families, and the perfect occasion to showcase the
hard work of our staff and students, as well as proudly presenting the opportunities, options, and activities available to
students. 

The parents and students themselves were shown around the school and introduced to various members of staff who
were keen to greet them. Our visitors expressed how satisfied and impressed they were with the staff and the facilities
that the school provides. 

Transition to Hamilton is a carefully considered approach and we look forward to the process that will take place over
the next few months to prepare our new Year 7 students for their start in September.

For any enquiries relating to Year 7 placements for September or the Transition process in general, please contact Miss
Hayley Ward, our Office Manager, on h.ward@maidenerleghtrust.org

http://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/
mailto:h.ward@maidenerleghtrust.org
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Careers & Work Experience
Mr Versace

Visits to local colleges are currently taking place with
small groups of Year 10 students, getting a taste of what
college life is like. On Tuesday 4th of February, two
students went with Mr Versace to Reading College, had a
tour of the facilities to see the specific areas for courses
of interest, and interacted with various staff members of
the college. Visits to Bracknell & Wokingham College and
Berkshire College of Agriculture are also planned for the
near future for those students who’ve shown an interest
in having a tour of those colleges.

We then have our careers advisor, Mrs Anna Finlason,
coming in to school after the half-term holiday to meet
with each Year 10 student to discuss their post-16
pathway and narrow down what their next steps may be.
These discussions are hugely beneficial to help prepare
students for the decisions they have to make in Year 11
when preparing for life after Hamilton.

The week beginning 10th of March will also see a group
of Year 10 students going out to their work placements
for the week to experience the world of work in industries
that they’ve chosen to investigate ahead of post-16
decisions. Year 11 had this opportunity in November and
those who participated found the experience invaluable in
clarifying which college courses they wanted to apply for.
The placements for Year 10 are currently being sought by
the Education Business Partnership and students who
are able will be visiting their placements in coming weeks
to familiarise themselves with the placement before their
work experience begins.

Finally, the week beginning the 10th of February sees
National Apprenticeship Week being celebrated at school
with a range of tutor activities and a wealth of information
being made available to students who may be interested
in pursuing an apprenticeship as their post-16 option.

For any Careers enquiries,
please feel free to get in touch 
with Mr Scott Versace on
s.versace@maidenerleghtrust.org

School Updates
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Parent Padlet
Mrs Nemeth

We would like to introduce you to Parent Padlet.

Parent Padlet is an 
exciting new free resource 
base for all Hamilton 
parents and carers. It is 
packed with links to a wide 
range of resources, 
ranging from SENDIASS information, CAMHS resources,
local information, parenting support groups and even food
bank information. 

We know that parenting, and life, can be challenging - so
we hope that all our parents and carers will find this helpful
as we support you.

We are, of course, always available by telephone and
email during school hours also.

Attendance & Absence
Reducing student absence at Hamilton is our priority.
Missing school damages a pupils attainment and disrupts
school routines. Attending Hamilton helps students to
develop their social skills, helps them to learn and grow,
and gives our students a sense of belonging.

As parents and carers, we would like to encourage you to
work together with us, as part of a team, to reduce
absence and encourage attendance.

Overall attendance this term has been 61.8%. During this
time, a total of 312 days of learning have been lost to
unauthorised absence: absence that has not been agreed
by the school and is not related to illness or alternative
educational activities.

If you provide transport for your child, or they make their
own way to school, please ensure that they arrive
between 8.30am and 8.45am to prevent a late mark. 

For medical or dental appointments, please note that we
will require proof of appointments.

If your child is unwell, please email
hamadmin@maidenerleghtrust.org before 9am.
*Figures as of 13 Februaryv 2025

https://padlet.com/gnemeth3/resources-for-parents-otr3qp141v7rl4lg
http://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/
mailto:s.versace@maidenerleghtrust.org
https://padlet.com/gnemeth3/resources-for-parents-otr3qp141v7rl4lg
mailto:hamadmin@maidenerleghtrust.org


Updated Timetables
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Please see the new class timetables, effective after half term
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10AE is now 10CB, 
with Ms Biddiss as Tutor

All class timetables can be found on our website, here. If you need to contact your child’s tutor at any time, please
contact the office on 0118 937 5524 or email hamadmin@maidenerleghtrust.org.

http://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/
https://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/page/?title=STUDENT+TIMETABLES&pid=162
https://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/page/?title=STUDENT+TIMETABLES&pid=162
mailto:hamadmin@maidenerleghtrust.org


Support Events & Services
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Brighter Futures for Children have created a February
Half Term holiday activities page on the Family
Information Service (FIS) website. Please use the
following link to view Reading Directory | Activities in
Reading during February Half Term 20255
 

General Holiday Activities can be found on the following
search list: Search Results | Reading Services Guide
 

Childcare: for parent carers who need information on
childcare, holiday clubs, childminders etc for the school
holiday – www.readingfis.org/childcare

Early Help: https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/for-
parents-carers/early-help/

http://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/
https://servicesguide.reading.gov.uk/kb5/reading/directory/service.page?id=0ob02vd7AIw&familychannel=8-10
https://servicesguide.reading.gov.uk/kb5/reading/directory/service.page?id=0ob02vd7AIw&familychannel=8-10
https://servicesguide.reading.gov.uk/kb5/reading/directory/results.page?familychannel=8-10
http://www.readingfis.org/childcare
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/for-parents-carers/early-help/
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/for-parents-carers/early-help/


Sport in Mind ® is an award winning mental health charity... with a simple
mission:

"To improve the lives of people experiencing mental health problems
through sport and physical activity"

Sport in Mind run FREE sessions across Berkshire every week for young people and also adults.
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To view Sport in Mind’s monthly programmes for other areas, please click here for youth, and here for adults.

Support Events & Services

https://www.sportinmind.org/berkshire2
https://www.sportinmind.org/Handlers/GetImage.ashx?IDMF=a9b24981-e044-482a-a20d-b1906aa17a89&h=1000&w=707
https://www.sportinmind.org/
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                                A new type of 
                                Food Bank 

                                in your area!

When you become a member of a Pantry, in exchange
for a small weekly subscription (£5) you will have access

to food that you choose, including fresh fruit and
vegetables, meat and store cupboard favourites, which

will be worth on average £21 more than your 'pay as you
shop' membership payment.

There are several pantries in the Reading area.
Membership is open to those on benefits or low incomes
who live in each catchment area. Proof of benefits /
income is required to be come a member, along with
proof of address. For a Pantry in your area, please click
on the areas below:

Reading Coley Park
Reading Norcot
Reading Pavilion
Reading Southcote
Reading Wesley
Reading Whitley Wood

For details of half term events taking place in and
around your area, please take a look at the ‘ROCKS’ 
sites below. 

Wokingham: www.wokinghamrocks.co.uk
Reading: www.reading-rocks.co.uk
Bracknell: www.bracknellrocks.co.uk
Windsor: www.windsorrocks.co.uk

Many of these events are FREE!
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Support Events & Services

                                          Stay True to You is a website     
                                          with information and resources 
                                          that have been developed by 
                                          Thames Valley Violence
                                          Prevention Partnership. 

We know parents want to keep their children safe, and
that at the same time conversations about safety can be
difficult. We also know that with the right support and
advice from the adults they trust, young people want to,
and do, make the right choices.

You can help them stay true to themselves, and build
their confidence about the right thing to do – so they can
trust their instincts and make their own positive decisions,
knowing that there is always someone they can turn to.

We’re not here to tell you how to parent. Just to share the
approaches young people and youth workers have told
us work best when having difficult conversations.

https://www.yourlocalpantry.co.uk/pantry-listings/reading-coley-park-pantry/
https://www.yourlocalpantry.co.uk/pantry-listings/reading-norcot-pantry/
https://www.yourlocalpantry.co.uk/pantry-listings/reading-pavilion-pantry/
https://www.yourlocalpantry.co.uk/pantry-listings/reading-southcote-pantry/
https://www.yourlocalpantry.co.uk/pantry-listings/reading-wesley-pantry/
https://www.yourlocalpantry.co.uk/pantry-listings/reading-whitley-wood-pantry/
http://www.wokinghamrocks.co.uk/
http://www.reading-rocks.co.uk/
http://www.bracknellrocks.co.uk/
https://www.windsorrocks.co.uk/
http://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/
https://staytruetoyou.co.uk/parents/
https://staytruetoyou.co.uk/parents/
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Online Safety, Mental Health &
Wellbeing
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Class Timetables: Timetables
Letters for Parents: Letters
Maiden Erlegh Trust Vacancies: Vacancies
About Hamilton School: About Us

School Uniform

Every child was supplied with a new
school jumper in September. 

If your child has lost their jumper, or would
like a hoody instead, these may be
purchased at a heavily subsidised rate of
£10 per item, including delivery either
directly to school or to your home address. 

If your child arrives at school without the
correct uniform, they will be loaned a
jumper for the day. These jumpers are
‘pre-loved’ from our store and are not
brand new. 

We will expect these to be returned to
school and only used until a student’s own
jumper is found or purchased.

Please click here to access the online
shop. If you have any issues with this,
please contact the school office.

Monday 17 February -
Friday 21 February

Half Term - school closed to all students

Monday 24 February All students return to school

Thursday 27 February
Year 10 Post-16 destination interviews with Mrs
Finlason, Maiden Erlegh Trust Careers Advisor

Friday 28 February Inset Day - School closed to all students

Week commencing 10
March

Year 11 Mock Exams 

Wednesday 13 March
NHS Berkshire School Team visiting - Year 9
Immunisations and catch-up session

Wednesday 26 March Parents’ Evening - 3-6pm

Friday 4 April Inset Day - school closed to all students

Monday 7 April - Monday
21 April

Easter Holidays - school closed to all students

Tuesday 22 April All students return to school

Dates for Next Half Term: 

HAMILTON SCHOOL, 135 BULMERSHE ROAD, READING, BERKSHIRE RG1 5SG
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We would love to hear your views on Hamilton School. Please click below to highlight anything you feel our school has
done particularly well recently, or areas you feel we need to improve, as well as a chance to nominate a member of staff
you feel has exceeded your expectations. Click on the links below to submit your feedback:

Like!
Improve!

Nominate!

 Important Notices

Our News Feed: Latest News
Term Dates: Hamilton School Term Dates
School Timings: Our School Day
Parent Help & Support: Information
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Wishing all our families a 
happy and healthy Half Term break.

 

We look forward to welcoming all students 
back with us on Monday 24 February.

https://forms.office.com/e/5YYjdNUtkX
https://forms.office.com/e/5YYjdNUtkX
https://forms.office.com/e/5YYjdNUtkX
https://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/page/?title=STUDENT+TIMETABLES&pid=162
https://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/page/?title=LETTERS+FOR+PARENTS&pid=161
https://www.maidenerleghtrust.org/page/?title=Vacancies&pid=50
https://www.hamilton-school.co.uk/page/?title=About+Us&pid=32
https://www.oliverembroidery.co.uk/products/school-shops/hamilton-school/hamilton-school
https://www.oliverembroidery.co.uk/products/school-shops/hamilton-school/hamilton-school
https://forms.office.com/e/5YYjdNUtkX
https://forms.office.com/e/5YYjdNUtkX
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